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FROM THE PARISH PRIEST

iy dear Parishioners of Blisland, St Breward and Temple,

There has been a bit of an upheaval at the Rectory
recently. A central heating system has been installed
and whilst the work was in progress I had to be around
getting rooms ready and acting as a tea~boy which tock
up time from some of my pastoral duties.. Sister and I
would like to keep open house on Tuesday, December 13th
at 7pm and hold a Coffee Evening. A warm welcome, in
both senses, awaits you all. The Coffee Bvening at the
Mansion House was not only a social success thanks to
the kindress of our hostess but also it raised money
for the Church. I hope that the Coffee Bvening at the
Rectory will also be a social success and raise some
more money for the Church.

Twelve days later we shall all keep the great feast
of Christmas. In the sixteenth century there lived one
Thomas Tusser who wrote 8 book called Five Hundred
Points of Good Husbandry and in the section The Farmer's
daily Diet are to be found the well known lines:

At Christmas play and make good cheer,

For Christmas comes but oncs a year.
It certainly does and people generally take Thomas
Tusser's advice., 3o much so that Christmas has become
more and more secularised and commercialised. As Christ-.
ians, however, we must remember that Christmas - Christ's
Mass - celebrates the birth of the Saviour of the World
Who came down from Heaven and died-upon the Cross in
order that we might go to Heaven., He did this for love
of us and we must show our love for Him by coming to
Hidnight Mass or to a simpler form of that Mass on
Christmas morning. Then, having been to Church, we can
look forward to our traditional Christmas Dinner and
entertainment. -

Not everyome, of course, can make good cheer. There
are many who are impoverished or underncurished, many
who are urwell at home or in hospital, many who are
lonely or sad. We must think of them just as we must
remember that the Christ Child was born in humility and
poverty in a stable with the animals around and the first
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visitors to join in honouring and worshipping the Holy
Child were simple shepherds. Looking down from Heaven,
however, were the Angelic Host rejoicing that God
Incarmate was born. When we come to Church at Christmas
we worship the Christ Child in the company of all the
Angels-and Saints in Heaven, It is a wonderful feast
but we must realise what it is all about., We must
prepara ourselves to receive the Christ Child into
ourselves., Here is a prayer, from a Christmas hymn,
which we can use: 0 holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in:

Be born in us today,

We hear the Christma angels
The great glad tidings tell:
0 come tco us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.
A holy and blessed Christmas. God Bless you and all
whom you love, :
EDWIN BTARK.

ST BREWARD METHODIST CHAPEL

December Diary.
6th. Overseas Missions Evening. 7. 30p.m. in the
Sunday School. Rev. Young will bring slides
and give a talk. Te& & biscuits at close.
16th  Carols by Candlelight in the Sunday School 7p.m
Admission 30p to include tea and mincepies.
18th 9 Lessons and Carols in the Chapel at 6p.m.
25th  Service in the Chayel at 9,30 led by Rev. Luke.
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3384 Jan 4Lth. New Years Bffort in the Sunday School
6.30p.m. - Open Pancy Dress theme 'Punk Rocker'
Stall. Gift envelopes. Refreshments.
Proceeds for Chapol Funds.
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Before your very s
eyesl! .
' ‘ _
oA CHRISTMAS ENTERTATNNENT,
* on December 17¢h in |
: The Village Hall. .
f Commencing 7.30p.a. :
+ Admission 50p includes . .
* tea and mincepie. *
- ..
* Come and see Blisland's®
* Palace of Varieties. *
L d -
-

Acts Galore & Glorious®
“m‘#t‘*t:*t‘&&"“"t“‘
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A Coffee REvening
is to be held in the
RECTORY, BLISLAND
on Tuesday 413th Dec.
from 7-9.30p.m.

Bring and Buy Stall
etc. Do come and join
. UuS.
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Just a thought! or two.
The best creed we can have
is charity towards the
creeds of others.

Josh Billings.

What lies behind us and
what ,lies before us -

~are tiny matters compared
with what lies within us.
Ralp' Waldo Emerson.

S

MRS BERTONS EEAT.

Here is a recipe from an ol
Jimmy Young Show..

Spicey Tea Bread.
8oz. S.R.flour. 1oz soft

brown sugar. 3 level tsp

salt. & level tsp cinnaman.
20z sultanas. 1 oz chopped
glace cherries. % pt milk
4 rounded tbs goldsn syrup.
a little granulated sugar.
Mix 211 dry ingredients,
then 8dd milk and syrup’
and beat well. Put mixture
into 6"- 7" gregsed cake
tin, sprinkie top with a
little gramilated sugar,.

Bake for 45 mins at Gas &
or 350

WENFORD BRIDGE LINE

There will be a meeting on
December 7th in Blisland
Church Institute for any-
one interested in a future
for the Wenford Bridge Line
and all those cocncerned
with the increased clay
freight to be carried on
our narrow country lanes.
Meeting to commence 7.30pm

Potatoes at very competetiv
‘rates,

Contaoct Ashley Master on
Bodmin 850331.



SOME HYMN WRITERS.

At an earlier meeting of the Mother's Union this
year a speaker disccussed with us some of the more
popular hymns, encouraging us to read them quietly
to obtain a greater understanding of their content
and the beauty of their poetry.

It occured to me later that we lknow little about the
authors and their lives, This ract prompted me to find
out something of the background of some hymn writers.

Hymns have done more than most men's words in
carrying comfort and joy to the hearts of people in
sickness and sorrow, in danger and anxietye.

One of our grand old hymns "Let us with a gladsome
mind, Praise the Lord for.he is kxind" was written by
a boy! Millions of people have sung it during the last
300 years. It was written by John Milton the great
poet when he was only 15, studying at St Pauls'School.

One very famous hymn writer was Isaac Watts, born in
Southampton in 167h. Isaac's father was a schoolmaster,
s deacon of the church and twice experienced & prison
sentence for his religicus beliefs. Isasc was the
eldest of his 9 children, also he was the smsllest.
Because of his size he experienced plenty of bullying
which resulted in his writing:-

"Were I so tall to reach the psle

And grasp creation in my span.

I must be measured by my soul

The mind's the standard of the man."
Ons morning during prayers Isaac laughed when he saw a
mouse run up the bell rope. His father demanded an
explanation which Isaac answered in rhyme.
"There was & mouse for want of stairs
. Ran up a rope to say his prayers.” The outraged :
father took a stick by way of punishment, dropping on
‘his knees Isasac pleaded "0 father, father, for pity
sake, And I will no more verses make.”

Pive years later Isasc expressed his disappointment
at the collection of hymns being used in church. :
‘Then my boy' suggested his father, 'make better ones'.







THOMAS MERRITT - Cornish Composer 1863-1908.

Thomas Merritt, famous as the Cornish composer of
carols sung all over the world where Cornishmen have
settled, was my second cousin, the eousin of my father
William Merritt. The Merritts were tin and copper
miners in the district near Illogan. Thomas died in
1908 eged 46, My father died in 1907 at the early
age of 38, having moved from Illogan to Caradon and
then to the Treveddoe mine at Warleggan.

He was buried in Warleggan churchyard. He died from
-dust on the lungs which probably also caused Thomas'
early death. Life was very hard for miners in the
Nineteenth and early Twentieth Centuries and many were
forced to emigrate overseas in times of depression
to work in mines in America, South Africa and Australia
and nearer home in the Isle of Man.

It is wonderful to think that Thomas Merritt devel-
oped his outstanding gift as & musicien in spite of
the hard life he had to lead. He was educated at -
Pool Board School until he was 11 years old, when his -
father, also a miner, died and he was forced to go to
work himself in Carn Brea Mine and Tolvaddon Tin
streams. In spite of long hours of hard work, music
was his inspiration and he longed to be a composer.

At the age of 18 he was taught music by Humphrey
Broad of Redruth for six months. He gave up his work
as a miner and earned his living teaching music to
children in their homes. He also played the organ
in Chili Road Chapel and Illogan Highway Chapel
where in 1901 he was presented with a marble clock
a8 a token of the esteem of his many friends. He also
conducted orchestras and the choir of Illogan Parish
Church,

He is best known for his carols for which he had a
special gift, but he also compased oratorios, anthems,
hymns and a sacred cantata. He also wrote music for
_ brass and silver bands including a march for the
Coronation of Edward V1l in 1902, All his music was
written in his cottage by candlelight.

His carols are best known and loved and are sung
in Cornwall every Christmas. They have been broad-
cast by the B.B.C. and have been sung overseas.
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Hi8 nephew Merritt Avers of California wrote in a
letter that he had heard his uncled carols sung deep
underground in the mines of California. The Grass
Valley Cornish Carol Singers are a famous Californian
choir who have made thousands of records of his carols.
" The famous composer Malcolm Arnold greatly ‘admired
his work and in 1968 on the 60th anniversary of his
death he conducted a special memorial concert in
Truro Cathedral in which many of his anthems and
carols were performed by massed choirs and bands,

As a tribute to Thomas Merritt, Camborme Redruth
U.D.C. had a plaque placed on the wall of Illogan
Highway Chapel. "This plaque has been erected by the
Camborne Redruth U.D.C. to commemorate with pride and
gratitude the late Thomas Merritt of this parish,
once organist in the Chapel and composer of Christmas
carols sung by Cornish men and women the world over".

In the churchyard at Illogan can be seen, a memorial
in white marble with these words on it:-

"In loving memory ot Thomas Merritt

Who died April 17th, 1908 aged 46 years.
The languishing head is et rest,
It's thinking and aching are o'er,

This quiet immoveable breast

Is heaved by affliction no more."

His music will live for ever, bnghtenmg Cornish
hearts down the years at Christmas time in all parts

of the world. Hester H .

ComT. flern PACEE TT.

Another hymn with a history is the beautiful one
'Lead kindly Light'. It was written by John Henry .
Newman while he was on the sea. He was a brilliant .
man in the Church of England, - beloved and admired for
his character and great gifts. But doubt came over °
him and it was while he doubted that he wrote this -
hymn. Later he left the Protestant Church and became
as a Roman Catholic - Cardinal Newman.

Grace M.Musters.
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Down. 1. My wish for all for 29%&2hac (9) 2. Warned by
an ugly red tale (7) 3. Expect it the third of January
- {3,3,4.)5. St Breward manor (9) 6. The long tree

7. A serious pledge (7) 8. Child's 10ac at Christmas?(5)
9. To be found in a nasty eye (&) 14. Blisland green
in one, on the face of iti(5=-4) 16. But it is.not =

. hundred feet long (9) 18. Depicted, so it is said, an
attack on a harbour(9) 20 Journalist, who covers all
points of the compass (7) 22. Something to study on
this earth (7) 23.-Save it to get one out of 2 jam(5)
25. This family used to live at 5 dn (&) 26 It sounds
to be lost in the fog (4)

ST BREWARD PARISH COUNCIL.

November meeting. At long last, after many 'phone
calls and much letter writing, the directional signs
are back at Loskeyle., It pays to keep 'at em'.

Several letters have been received regarding the
Wenford line closure, B.C.C.Ltd in a letter to the
Parish Council hsas confirmed that there is bound to
be a considerable flow of Heavy Transport, but not
every day, and the route would be :- Inward from
Losksyle and outward via Keybridge  and Fourwinds.
This information has been passed to the Divisional
Surveyor who has promised to try and create more
'pull-ins' along this route if it does not involve
the purchase of land.

The wood gates at the entance to the school lane
have to be renewed, we are having problems estab-
1lishing what authority is responsidle or who will

Pwhemmber 14th is the date of the Anmual Party at
Camelford of the senior citiszens who live alone

and ‘ape over 65. The P.C. helps with the organising
_and would be grateful for names to be submitted.

. SO M.Hunt.
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ST BREFARD SILVER BAND.

Band Engagements for December,

3rd. Wadebridge Lion's 0l1d Peoples Party.

9th. Mount - evening concert.

141¢h Lanhydrock House for Nationel Trust 2<4pm
12th  Tintagel Play Group.
i4th  01d Peoples Party, Camelford.

18th  Lanhydrock House National Trust 2-i4pm
23rd Port Isasc carol rounds.

Juniors, Learners & Band around St Breward.
The Band would like to send Best Wishes for a

very Merry Christmas, and a Happy Bew Year to all
their Supporters.

Congratulations to Shaun Hunt for 1st position and
Judith Hill obtained third position in 'under 12's
cless' at St Pinnock Slow Melody Contest.

Y¥r Hunt was very pleased with the results at
Paignton, Indian Queens was the Section winner with
83 points. St Breward second with 82 points and
Copperfield Brass third with 84 points. 9 bands
competed,

FOOLS CORNER.

I had never heard of St &nthony -~ Patron Saint of lLost
Things, until guite recently. My first plea was for
Kates purse - which was returned having been dropped
in the road at Lanhydrock, plus the £10 note.,

Then I found the information that I had been seeking
for weeks -~ tucked safely away.

At the Bonfire 1 gave Michelle a 'flying angel' and
kid-like she twiddled with my ear-rings, later that
night I found a stud gone. I had a word with St. A,

to the eftect that 'there was no point in my asking
for the return of the stud as to find it at Mine would
indeed be a miracle!’ The dear of him. Kate rang two
days later to say that it had been found in Michelle's
pockat.

I have mentisned the above incidents to various people
and spparenfly the Saint is quzte well known for his
Tfinding' ways.

Never give anything up for lost -~ ask St Anthony he
works wonders, may take a day or two, but at least ask.

SV,
12













WEBBER TRAVEL

THE GARAGE, BLISLAND, BODMIN, CORNWALL.
Tei: (STD} 0208 850236

HOLIDAY OK ICE SPECTACULAR AT WMBLEY,LONDON. 7th JAN,
Our coach will travel from Cornwall to London, taking
you directly to Wembley to see “Holiday on Ice™, after
the show the coach will convey you to the Royal Scot
Hotel, for one nights accomodation and Continental
breakfast. On Sunday morning, 8th January, after
breakfast we return to Cornwall, including a sight-
seeing tour of central London.

This particular mini-break includes all coach travel
to and from London, sightseeing tour, tickets to the
Holiday on Ice Show, overnight accomodation and
Continaltal breskfast on Sunday morning. Mo evening
meal is included in this package.

Total cost £28 per person. inc VAT,

Single supplement £6:50. ’
Pick up point. Bodmin 9.00a.m. West Bnd Motors.
Passengers residing in the Blisland area, may leave
their cars in our Garage and wili be transported to
Bodmin by cosch to meet the touring ocoach,
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BLISLAND & ST BREEWARD PARISH MAGAZINE.
Bditor. Stella Vause, Beechtree Cottage,
Blisland, Bodmin FL30 4JD :
Bodmin 850512.
Tyreasurer. MWrs E.Walford, Tor, Blisland.
Distributor for St Breward. Joy Cheeseman,
Barn Park, St Breward, Tel Bodmin 850662.



